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ANZAC BATTLEFIELD
A GALLIPOLI LANDSCAPE  
OF WAR AND MEMORY
Edited by Antonio Sagona, 
Mithat Atabay, C.J Mackie, 
Ian McGibbon and  
Richard Reid
Published by Cambridge 
University Press
RRP $69.95 in hardcover
ISBN 9781107111745
This book, with its stellar  
cast of authors, examines  
the transformation of the 
Anzac landscape at Gallipoli 
in the 100 years since that ill-
fated campaign.
In the five years of 
fieldwork in 2010 based on 

recommendations of an 
earlier Senate report, the 
survey team recovered over 
1,000 objects. Interestingly, 
the work did not involve 
excavations as all artefacts 
collected were lying on 
the ground. The curator 
of the Melbourne Shrine 
of Remembrance Anzac 
Battlefield Exhibition, Dr 
Andrew Jamieson, noted that 
“the archaeological survey 
found fewer artefacts on the 
Turkish side of the battlefield 
compared with the countless 
food containers on the Allied 
side, where there were cans 
of bully beef. This showed 
that while the Allied soldiers 
had a diet of canned food, the 
Ottoman soldiers had access 
to fresh food, like bread and 
vegetables.”
Beautifully illustrated with 
both Ottoman and Anzac 
images and maps, this fine 
book adds considerably to 
our understanding of the 
Gallipoli battlefield.

THE FAIR DINKUMS
AFTER GALLIPOLI, 
AUSTRALIA NEEDED…  
THE FAIR DINKUMS
By Glenn McFarlane
Published by  
Pan Macmillan Australia
RRP $34.99 in paperback
ISBN 9781743537541
The original ANZACS that 
landed at Gallipoli Cove on the 
25th April 1915 left Australia 
with a sense of adventure and 
with the hope that the war 
would not be over before they 
arrived at the front and if not 
by then if would definitely 
be over by Christmas. Those 
that followed had no such 

illusions; they had seen the 
causality lists and yet they 
still enlisted. The men of 
the 8th Reinforcements of 
the 7th Battalion Australian 
Expeditionary Force earned 
the nickname the “Fair 
Dinkums”, for they must have 
been fair dinkum about their 
loyalty to king and country 
to sign up after the mess of 
Gallipoli was known.
Through the use of letters, 
war records and diaries, 
Glenn McFarlane traces the 
war and post-war lives of 
members of the Fair Dinkums, 
who were among the last to 
arrive at Gallipoli and among 
the last to leave. It was due 
to the invention of delayed 
action rifles by Fair Dinkum 
member, Billy Surry, that the 
withdrawal was completed 
with “hardly a casualty”. 
This is an in depth, deeply 
personal and at times moving 
study of the lives of the men 
of the Fair Dinkums. –  
Kylie Leonard

BOOKS OF INTEREST

ANZAC COVE TO 
AFGHANISTAN
THE HISTORY OF THE  
3RD BRIGADE
By Glenn Wahlert
Published by Big Sky 
Publishing
RRP $39.99 in hardcover
ISBN 9781925275551
 The men of the 3rd 
Brigade were first ashore 
at Gallipoli, suffering 
appalling losses in the 
first few days. The brigade 
went on to fight on the 
Western Front, with further 
losses – its four infantry 
battalions suffering around 

ENEMY
A DAUGHTER’S STORY OF 
HOW HER FATHER BROUGHT 
THE VIETNAM WAR HOME
By Ruth Clare
Published by Penguin 
Random House Australia
RRP $32.99 in paperback
ISBN 9780670079094
Even now, the effects of Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder are 
still being uncovered. In 1974 
when Ruth Clare was born 
it had not been recognised. 
The Vietnam War left Clare’s 
father a deeply troubled, 
emotionally distant and 
violent man. The impact of 

14,000 casualties. After the 
fighting ceased the brigade 
was briefly disbanded and 
then re-raised as part of the 
militia. Mobilised in 1941 
to combat the Japanese 
threat, they served in 
Darwin, New Guinea 
and North Queensland. 
Disbanded again in 1944, 
the brigade next saw action 
in Vietnam in 1967. A major 
change for the brigade 
was its move to the newly 
constructed Lavarack 
Barracks in late 1969 as 
part of 3rd Task Force. The 
role of the brigade in more 
recent conflicts is also 
examined. Author Glenn 
Wahlert has clearly set out 
to write a history of the 
Brigade’s 100-year journey 
rather than attempting to 
examine grand strategy or 
analyse the competence 
of high command and he 
has certainly succeeded in 
achieving his objective.

his behaviour would echo 
down the generations. In 
this beautifully written but 
often emotionally disturbing 
memoir Ruth Clare explores 
her abusive childhood, 
troubled adolescence and 
new motherhood.
After her young son starts 
hitting her she feared he 
had inherited a propensity 
for violence from his 
grandfather. Through the 
help of a compassionate 
therapist, the love of her 
husband and support from 
the Vietnam Veterans’ 
Association and Vietnam 
Veterans’ Counselling 
Service, Clare comes to 
understand her father’s 
PTSD as a disease caused 
by his war experiences and 
not a genetic “defect”. She 
is able to reconcile her love 
for a man who would never 
be able to return it. This is a 
story that will resonate with 
many readers.




